CALVIN  S   SEIZURE   OF   POWER

spare them this indispensable man, not till Geneva had
humiliated itself before the world at large as well as
before himself, did Calvin give way and declare himself
ready to assume his old office, providing he were given
plenary powers.

As a vanquished city makes ready for the entrance of
the conqueror, so did Geneva prepare to receive Jehan
Calvin. Everything possible was done to allay his dis-
pleasure. The old and strict edicts were hastily reim-
posed, that Calvin's demands might be conceded in
advance. The Small Council found a suitable house with
a garden for the man whose presence was now so greatly
desired, and furnished it handsomely. The pulpit in
the cathedral of St. Pierre was reconstructed, so that he
could preach more effectively, and so that his person
should be visible to every member of the congregation.
Honour was heaped upon honour. Before Calvin left
Strasburg, a herald was despatched from Geneva to meet
him half-way on his journey with greetings from the city;
and his family was ceremoniously fetched at the cost of
the burghers. At length, on September I3th, a travelling
carriage approached the Cornavin Gate. Huge crowds
assembled to lead the returned exile into the city amid
great rejoicings. Now Geneva was in his hands, to mould
as a potter moulds clay; and he would not desist from
his task until he had transformed the town to his own way
of thinking. From that hour, Calvin and Geneva became
two inseparable ideas, Calvin and Geneva, spirit and
form, the creator and the creature.
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